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Certification guidance to the East African Organic Products Standard
Scope of the document

This document covers guidance for the East African Organic Product Standard, the EAS 456-2007, the organic standard approved by the East African Community. It clarifies some standards and some certification procedures. It has some special requirements for exports to the European Union (those requirements don't apply for production not intended for exports to the European Union). This is in the case where the rules in the EAOPS are not sufficient for market access to the EU. In the future it can be expanded to satisfy requirements for other specific markets or for a wider scope of production. It can also become an important tool for helping certification bodies in their consistent application of the EAOPS. 

Some standard's issues in the guidance document may, at a future date, become part of the East African Organic Products Standard. That will be considered in the revision of the standard. 

1. Definitions

For other definitions, please refer to the East African Organic Product Standard
1.1
nanomaterials

the term is used to cover manufactured (or engineered) nano-sized and nanostructured nanomaterials but does not include nanomaterials or nanoparticles that occur naturally or are unintentionally produced, e.g. in combustion.

1.2

produced from GMO 

means derived in whole or in part from GMO but not containing or consisting of GMO;

1.3

produced by GMO 

means derived by using a GMO as the last living organism in the production process, but not containing or consisting of GMO nor produced from GMO.
2. General

2.1 GMO declaration

The certification bodies shall make an assessment in each country of activity for the risk that products are containing genetically modified organisms (GMO) or their derivatives. The risk assessment shall include animals, seed, propagation material, farm inputs, food ingredients, additives or processing aids. From the outcome of the risk assessment the certification body shall define and list products or product categories where the operator has to request a special declaration from the seller that the product does not contain GMO.

An example of a GMO declaration is shown below. Other also types of declaration which states that a product does not contain GMO may be used. 

Model vendor GMO declaration 

	Vendor declaration 

	Name, address of vendor:
	

	Identification (e.g. lot or stock number):
	Product name:

	Components:

(Specify all components existing in the product/used in the last production process)

………………

………………

………………

………………

………………

	I declare that this product was manufactured neither ‘from’ nor ‘by’ GMOs as those terms are used in this guideline. I do not have any information which could suggest that this statement is inaccurate.

Thus, I declare that the above named product complies with requirements regarding the prohibition on the use of GMOs.
.
I undertake to inform our customer and the certification body immediately if this declaration is withdrawn or modified, or if any information comes to light which would undermine its accuracy.

I authorise the control body or control authority, as defined in this guideline which, supervises our customer to examine the accuracy of this declaration and if necessary to take samples for analytic proof. I also accept that this task may be carried out by an independent institution which has been appointed in writing by the control body.

The undersigned takes responsibility for the accuracy of this declaration.



	Country, place, date, signature of vendor:
	Company stamp of vendor (if appropriate):


2.2 Nanomaterials

Nanomaterials shall not be used in organic production and processing.
3. Crop production

3.1 Start of the conversion period

The conversion period shall start when the operator has notified a certification body, submitted needed information on the production and committed to follow the standards. 
3.2 Hydroponic production

Plant production in liquid nutrient medium can not be certified with the exception for sprouts. 

4. Handling, storage and processing

4.1 Use of the same organic and conventional products in an organic food or feed product

It is not allowed to use the same kind of food or feed ingredient in organic and conventional form is the same product.

4.2 Conventional food ingredients 
Conventional ingredients can only be used if the operator can prove that the ingredient is not available in sufficient quantity in the country. The Certification body can only give permission for use of a conventional ingredient for a maximum period of 12 months. 
NOTE: For exports to the EU: Conventional ingredients listed in annex IX of Commission regulation (EC) No 889/3008 can be used. 
4.3 Cleaning

The certification body must make sure that the operator uses cleaning measures that are suitable and effective.

4.4 Processing

Organic processing shall aim to maintain quality of the ingredients.  Substances and techniques shall not be used to cover lack of these or to mislead the consumer. All ingredients, additives, processing aids and other substances shall be produced according to good manufacturing practice.

Operators producing processed feed or food shall establish and update appropriate procedures based on a systematic identification of critical processing steps.

4.5 Production of feed for exports to the EU
When transporting, preparing or storing feed and feed ingredients the operator shall implement appropriate measures to prevent their contamination, see also 4.3.2.   

Vehicles and containers shall be checked before being used for transport of feed. The operator shall document inspection and/or cleaning actions. 

Organic agricultural ingredients shall be used. 

5. Labelling requirements for food and feed 

5.1 Labelling requirements for products intended to be sold on the EU market 

Percentage of organic ingredients 
Where a minimum of 95% of the ingredients are of certified organic origin to the EAOPS standard (equivalent to the EU Regulations 834/2007 and 889/2008), products may be labelled “certified organic" and can carry the EU-logo described in EU Regulation 271/2010. The requirements in Annex XI in 889/2008 on how to use and print the EU-logo shall be followed.

Name and EU code number

The Name and EU code number of the Certification body shall be used on packed products. 

Use of the EU-logo

The EU-logo is voluntary for products produced outside the EU. If the EU-logo is used the indication of origin is mandatory. 

Indication of origin

If the EU logo is used, an indication of where the product has been farmed or where the agricultural ingredients have been farmed is required. The indication shall appear in the same visual field as the EU-logo. The following statements can be used:

-  ‘EU Agriculture’, where the ingredients has been farmed in the EU,

 - ‘non-EU Agriculture’, where the ingredients has been farmed in countries outside the EU,

- ‘EU/non-EU Agriculture’, where part of the ingredients has been farmed in the EU and a part of it has been farmed in a country outside the EU.

The indication ‘EU’ or ‘non-EU’ may be replaced or supplemented by a country in the case where all ingredients are produced in that country. For ingredients used in a small quantity and with a total maximum of 2% of the weight of the product, the indication is not needed. 

The indication shall not appear in a colour, size and style of lettering more prominent than the sales description of the product.

Position of EU-logo, Certification body code and indication of origin

The indication of origin shall be placed immediately below the EU-logo and the EU Certification Body code (which is assigned by the EU Commission at the approval). 
The EU-logo, the Certification Body code and the indication of origin shall be made in a place so it is easy to see, read and can't be taken away. 
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